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2-down is DESSERT
The highlighted letters are-ER/UN/MI/EP /PL/AG/IE/PE
These can be rearranged to make - APPLE MERINGUE PIE

ACROSS

1- DIETS > TIDES

4 - TRANSIENT / INSTANTER (at once)

9 - ROCKETS / RESTOCK

10 - SLATERS / ARTLESS

11 - SEEK / EKES (uses frugally to extend supply)

12 - DEDUCTIONS / DISCOUNTED

15 - GANTRIES / ASTRINGE (bind together or constrict)

16 - ENABLE / BALEEN (whalebone / type of whale)

18 - STRIFE / REFITS

20 - CALIPERS / REPLICAS

23 - STRAPLINES / PALTRINESS

24 - POOL / LOOP

27 - ARIETTE / ITERATE

29 - GENUINE / INGENUE (unsophisticated innocent young person)
30 - APPRAISED / DISAPPEAR

31 - PARTS / SPRAT (small fish)

DOWN

1-TREES / TERSE

2 - DESERTS / DESSERT

3 - OWLS (parliament of owls) / SLOW

4 - SLINKING / INKLINGS (small hints or suspicions)

5 - ENCASE / SEANCE

6 - RAT (Cagney never uttered the lines "you dirty rat") / ART
7 - LETTERS (as in renting) / TRESTLE

8 - DISSENTER / RESIDENTS

13 - NEBULA / UNABLE

14 - REMITS (prison sentence) / MISTER

15 - APHRODITE (Venus in Rome equivalent to Aphrodite in Greece) / ATROPHIED
17 - FIERIEST / FEISTIER

19 - TRIFLES / FILTERS

21 - CORONER / CROONER

22 - HEREIN / INHERE (to be a "natural" part of something as in inherent)
25 - PETAL / PLEAT (type of fold in garment)

26 - SAGE / AGES

28 - SAP / ASP (venomous shake as in Cleopatra)
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